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If our environmental problems nowadays call a revision of the way we think of our relation to 

nature, i.e. the way we think of our own identity as humans as of the identity of “nature”, it 

doesn’t mean that it is only a question of ideas or theories. Because a real “relation” implies 

also feelings; is it possible to feel the so-called nature? Or to transform the feelings we usually 

have concerning the living beings? Aldo Leopold argued for example: “Examine each question 

in terms of what is ethically and esthetically right, as well as what is economically expedient. 

Something is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability and beauty of the biotic 

community. It is wrong when it tends otherwise” (A Sand County Almanac, 225). The education 

or refinement of our feelings could in this sense represent an important contribution to construct 

a new relation to nature, i.e. also another way to behave.  

A second question connected with the previous one is to what extend works of art, or more 

generally art could contribute to such a transformation. The conference will in this sense also 

give the word to artists through workshops. 

But as the ecological problems nowadays are not local but global problems and as these 

problems are also understood on the background of specific cultures, we intend to examine the 
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question of our sensibility to nature and the question of the impact of art concerning the 

education of this sensibility not only from the Western point of view but also from the point of 

view of the East Asian cultures.  

        Jean-Claude Gens 

 

Invitations to participate have already been sent to 

Brigitte Bercoff et Martine Clouzot (UB University of Burgundy) 

Stéphane Feuillas (sinologist Univ Paris Diderot) 

Kuan-Min Huang (Taïpeh) 

Graham Parkes (Vienna – Austria) 

John Lewis (osteopath – Wales, GB )  

Emmanuel Roche (osteopath Dijon) 

Dandan Jiang (Jiatong University, Shanghai) 

Elisabeth Caron (osteopath, Oregon, USA) 

Jean-Philippe Pierron (University of Burgundy) 

Gérald Hess (University of Lausanne)  

Susan Stuart (University of Glasgow) 

Kwok-ying Lau (Chinese University of Hong Kong) 

Marko Pogacnik (sculptor) (Lubliana) 

 

 

Bibliography 

 

– Afeissa h., Lafolie Y. (éd.), Esthétique de l’environnement, Paris, Vrin, coll. Textes clés, 2015 

– Andermann J., Blackmore L., Carillo Morell D.(éd.), Natura. Environmental Aesthetics after 

Landscape, Zurich, Diaphanes, 2018 

– Berleant A., Art and Engagement, Philadelphia, Temple University Press, 1991.  

– Berleant A., The Aesthetics of Environment, Philadelphia, Temple University Press, 1992 

– Blanc N. et Lolive J., « Vers une esthétique environnementale : le tournant pragmatiste », in Natures 

Sciences Sociétés 17, 285-292 (2009) 

http://www.cairn.info/revue-natures-sciences-societes-2009-3-page-285.htm  

– Brown, Andrew, Art & Ecology Now Thames and Hudson, 2014 

https://www.librairie-descours.com/livres-neufs/art-contemporain/art-contemporain-

general/25405/art-and-ecology-now#.XYKDbyXgqt8  



 3 

– Carlson A., “Environmental Aesthetics and the Dilemma of Aesthetic Education”, Journal of Aesthetic 

Education, vol. 10, 1976, p. 69-82 

– Carlson Allen, Nature and Landscape. An Introduction to Environmental Aesthetics, Columbia 

University Press, 2009 

– Marko Pogacnik, Les cosmogrammes, Paris, Éditions Triades, 2015 

– Seel Martin, “Aesthetic Arguments in the Ethics of Nature”, Thesis Eleven, no. 32, 1992, p. 76-89 

 

 

 


